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Security Snippets

Judge in Trump Case Threatened With Bomb

January 2024 Weekly Security Newsletter Edition: 003

A bomb threat was reported at the home of Judge Arthur 
Engoron, who is presiding over Donald Trump's civil fraud 
case, on Long Island just hours before closing arguments 
in the trial. The Nassau County bomb squad is 
investigating the threat; it remains unclear if Judge 
Engoron was at home during the incident. Tensions 
escalated between Judge Engoron and Trump's attorney 
over the former president's request to speak during 
closing arguments. The threat caused delays in courthouse 
security, and protesters gathered outside during the trial 
proceedings.
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Man Is Arrested After Disturbing Find In His Luggage

A man returning from the Philippines has been 
arrested at Sydney airport after police allegedly 
uncovered evidence of overseas child grooming. 
The 59-year-old, from Lurnea in Sydney's 
southwest, was stopped for a baggage 
examination on Friday, according to the 
Australian Federal Police (AFP).Australian Border 
Force officers allegedly found child abuse 
material and conversations discussing child 
abuse on his phone, leading police to detain the 
man at the airport. 'AFP officers interviewed the 
man and he allegedly admitted to engaging in the 
conversations,' an AFP spokesman said. Police 
will allege he groomed someone overseas in an 
attempt to sexually abuse a child.
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In a major victory against drug trafficking, the 
Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) announced 
the successful seizure of 29 kg of suspected cocaine 
from a commercial aircraft arriving in Canada. The 
interception occurred on November 30, 2023, at 
Toronto Pearson International Airport, where 
vigilant border services officers collaborated with 
the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) Region Specialized 
Border Interdiction Unit. The CBSA, dedicated to 
disrupting the inflow of illicit drugs into the country 
and safeguarding communities, has been relentless 
in its pursuit of curbing drug-related crimes. The 
recent operation underscores the agency’s 
commitment to these objectives.
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Arrest For Fake Passport At Paphos Airport

Paphos Police have arrested a 25-year-old 
individual to facilitate investigations into 
a case of identity fraud, circulation of fake 
documents, and impersonation. According 
to Assistant Chief of Police Operations in 
Paphos, Michalis Nicolaou, on Saturday at 
15:20, a man presented a French identity 
card at the departure area of Paphos 
Airport with the intention of traveling to 
Rome.
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New Self-Screening System for Air Travel Unveiled

In a groundbreaking move towards enhancing 
airport efficiency, the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) is piloting a revolutionary self-
screening system, akin to a supermarket self-
checkout, at Harry Reid International Airport. This 
experimental initiative, known as the Screening at 
Speed (SaS) program, is poised to transform the air 
travel experience, promising more convenience and 
shorter wait times for passengers. The SaS program, 
managed by the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA), seeks to empower passengers 
by allowing them to take control of their security 
screenings. Dr. John Fortune, the program manager, 
elaborated on the technology’s development, 
stating, “We are developing technology that would 
enable the scanning of walking passengers, 
acquiring data through most garments and reliably 
detecting a wider range of prohibited items 
regardless of concealment.”
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Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia on 
Saturday said that the aviation ministry is exploring 
a template for restructuring of the Bureau of Civil 
Aviation Security (BCAS). Additionally, the minister 
disclosed plans to augment the workforce at BCAS, 
the nation’s aviation security entity, by 400-450 
personnel. He emphasized the need for the back-
end infrastructure to expand in tandem with the 
escalating passenger traffic, fleet size, and the 
increasing number of airports in order to sustain the 
rapid growth in the civil aviation sector.
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FAAN Intensifies Airport Security, Arrests Five for Touting and 
Vandalism

In a concerted effort to maintain security and order, 
the Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) has 
launched a crackdown on touting and vandalism at 
Nigerian airports. This decisive action was sparked 
by the apprehension of five individuals suspected of 
such activities at the Murtala Muhammed 
International Airport. The Joint Monitoring Task 
Force (JMTF) spearheaded the operation that led to 
these arrests. The suspects were found near the Joint 
Users Hydrant Installation (JUHI) Canal and the 
International Access Road Bridge. Further, during 
the operation, several shanties that had been erected 
by miscreants and were suspected to serve as 
potential hideouts for criminals were dismantled.
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As part of its continuing support to the Philippine 
government, particularly to airport authorities, the 
Australian Government gifted the Office for 
Transportation Security (OTS) an additional 
dedicated laptop installed with a computer-based 
x-ray image interpretation software on January 10, 
to enhance OTS personnel’s competency in 
detecting prohibited items at the airport. This 
software is primarily designed to enhance the 
capability in detecting guns, weapons, and 
improvised explosive devices as well as its 
components. The dedicated laptop was turned over 
by Australian Ambassador to the Philippines, Her 
Excellency HK Yu PSM to OTS Officer-in-Charge 
Assistant Secretary Jose A. Briones Jr. Asec. 
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Australian Government Gifts OTS Additional X-Ray Tutor to 
Enhance Aviation Security Training Capability
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