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Airport dogs could sniff out coronavirus
Trials are taking place in the UK to see whether specially trained airport sniffer

dogs could detect Covid-19 in travelers, even before symptoms appear. Sniffer

dogs are already a common sight in airports -- usually, they're looking out for

drugs, weapons or other contraband. But specially trained dogs have also been

trained to detect infections and diseases, including cancer, malaria and

Islamic State: 'Strike Their Necks'- Iraq 15 May 2020

Al Shabaab Suicide Bomber on Scooter Taxi (VBIED) Targets Governor Ahmed 
Muse Nur

on 17 May, a suicide bomber disguised as a taxi driver on a scooter targeted

Governor Ahmed Muse Nur's vehicle in Somalia. The governor was

accompanied by two body guards and his driver, the governor was rushed to

the hospital but died within an hour upon arrival. Al Shabaab claimed the

attack. Puntland has been ravaged by both al Shabaab and rival clans, but,

political officials and security forces have been especially targeted in Galkayo.

Islamic State operations in Iraq released an extensive video on 15 May. The

massive runtime of 49 minutes reflects the group's recent surge in claimed

attacks across the country. Federal Police and Popular Mobilization

militiamen are ambushed and assassinated during the night, while snipers

and armed patrols operate in daylight. The group's potency is demonstrated

by the variety of operations, whether they be IEDs, rocket attacks or

ambushes. Significantly, crop burning footage is included, a tactic deployed

last summer to devastating effect.

Thai govt approves bankruptcy plan for Thai Airways
Thailand's Cabinet approved a plan to restructure troubled Thai Airways

International's finances through a bankruptcy court, the Southeast Asian country's

prime minister said on Tuesday (May 19). The plan for a court-led restructuring of

the national carrier replaces a previous proposal of a government-funded rescue

package that was heavily criticised in the country. The state-controlled airline's

troubles are the latest example of how the coronavirus pandemic is crippling the

global airline industry. Colombia's Avianca Holdings and Virgin Australia

Holdings have filed for bankruptcy protection since the pandemic broke out.

Parkinson's disease. Researchers from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, in

collaboration with charity Medical Detection Dogs and the UK's Durham University, say respiratory

diseases change body odor, and they reckon trained dogs will be able to pick up this shift on Covid

sufferers. The UK government has given the team more than £500,000 (over $600,000) to put towards the

research.

The bombing is the second attempted targeted assassination of a political official in Galkayo in six week's

time. In early April, al Shabaab claimed an attempted assassination of Puntland Finance Ministry Official

Abd Gube.
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Terror Fire Season: ISIS Ramps Up Use of Wildfire Arson as Simple 
Tactic
In both action and propaganda, ISIS is yet again promoting the use of arson

as a terror tactic — taking advantage of warming temperatures to find fuel to

set alight with the intent of sowing fear, economic pain and potentially

casualties. A new video released by the terror group, “Strike Their Necks,”

clocks in at 49 minutes and centers around ISIS attacks in Iraq, all with the

frenetic pace and production quality of videos produced in the Islamic State’s

heyday. Along with news footage of counterterrorism operations, the video

features ISIS-shot footage of guerrilla-style attacks on various targets —

particularly ambushes of vehicles on remote roads, often murdering civilians

— along with terror training and executions.

Senior al-Qaeda Leader Urges Americans, Europeans to Pressure 
Governments to Withdraw from Middle East

OIG Tells TSA to Improve Monitoring of Advanced Imaging 
Technology Scanners

According to the MEMRI Jihad and Terrorism Threat Monitor (JTTM), a

senior leader of Al-Qaeda in Syria, Abu Abd Al-Karim Al-Gharbi, recently

published an open letter to the people of the US and Europe, calling on them

to pressure their governments to pull their military forces out of the Middle

East. Such a move would help those countries deal with the economic

aftermath of the coronavirus pandemic, he claimed. It should be mentioned

that in 2019 Al-Gharbi was identified by the US as a leader of Al-Qaeda’s

affiliate in Syria, Hurras Al-Din. The open letter is signed “The sheikh of the

mujahideen, Abu Abd Al-Karim Al-Gharbi.”

CBP and TSA Need to Address Air Cargo Screening Program 
Weaknesses
The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) at the Department of Homeland

Security has released the results of an audit into high-risk cargo entering the

United States. Air cargo shipments can pose significant threats to national

security. Consequently, the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) established the Air Cargo

Advanced Screening (ACAS) program with the goal of identifying and

preventing high-risk cargo from entering the country.

The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) at the Department of Homeland

Security has said the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) does

not monitor the Advanced Imaging Technology system (AIT) to ensure it

continues to fulfill needed capabilities for detecting non-metallic threat

items concealed on air passengers. The AIT systems used by TSA are full-

scanners that show a generic outline rather than any identifying characteristics of the person being

scanned. Currently, AIT is the primary on-person screening device at passenger screening checkpoints in

340 airports nationwide. To date, TSA has deployed 962 AIT systems totaling an estimated $126 million.


