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Homegrown Violent Extremists ‘Could Capitalize’ on Iran Tensions 
and Attack The Department of Homeland Security issued a National Terrorism Advisory

System bulletin on Saturday warning that homegrown violent extremists

“could capitalize on the heightened tensions” after the targeted killing of

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Quds Force leader Qassem Soleimani

“to launch individual attacks. ”NTAS replaced in 2011 the post-9/11 color-

coded terror alert system, issuing advisories in the forms of bulletins,

elevated alerts or imminent alerts. The new bulletin will expire on Jan. 18 at 1

p.m. EST.

Al Shabaab Kills Three Americans in Attack on Kenyan Base
A U.S. service member and two American DoD contractors were killed in

an attack claimed by Al Shabaab on the Camp Simba base in Lamu,

Kenya. U.S. Africa Command confirmed the Sunday attack on the Kenya

Defense Force Military Base in Manda Bay, adding that two Defense

Department members were also wounded and in stable condition. The

names of the fallen were not released by DoD, but NBC Chicago cited

ISIS Claims Execution of 11 Christians in Nigeria
Jihadists aligned to the Islamic State group have released a video

claiming to show the execution of 11 Christians in restive northeast

Nigeria. The footage posted online late Thursday, December 26, by ISIS-

linked propaganda arm Amaq showed 11 blindfolded men being shot and

stabbed by jihadists from the Islamic State West African Province

(ISWAP) at an undisclosed location.

Evidence Shows Iranian Missile Shot Down Jet In Possibly 
‘Unintentional’ Act

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Thursday that evidence

suggests an Iranian missile strike brought down the Ukrainian jetliner that

plunged from the sky Wednesday outside Tehran. “We have intelligence

from multiple sources, including our allies and our own intelligence. The

evidence indicates the plane was shot down by an Iranian surface-to-air

missile,” Trudeau said during a news conference in Ottawa, one day after

all 176 people aboard — including dozens of Canadian passengers —

died in the crash.

family members in identifying the slain U.S. soldier as Army Specialist Heny Mayfield Jr., 23, of Hazel

Crest, Ill. “I last spoke with him New Year’s Day via FaceTime. We discussed him not having to go to

Somalia and he told me everything was good and safe at his base,” Mayfield’s mother, Carmoneta, told the

network. “He told me everything would be OK. Those were his last words to me.”

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/suburban-army-specialist-killed-in-attack-at-kenya-airfield-family-says/2196847/
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/suburban-army-specialist-killed-in-attack-at-kenya-airfield-family-says/2196847/
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/suburban-army-specialist-killed-in-attack-at-kenya-airfield-family-says/2196847/
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Iran Threat: Retailers Warned by DHS to Watch Out for IED 
Component, Chemical Purchases
Communities need to watch out for suspicious purchases that could indicate

construction of an IED, the Department of Homeland Security’s Bomb-

Making Materials Awareness Program said in a special advisory bulletin on

the “Iranian-Inspired Terrorism Threat” Wednesday. The BMAP is an

outreach partnership that helps educate state and local entities on how

everyday items can be used to craft explosives and helps businesses teach

employees how to spot and report suspicious activity. The advisory built

Border Patrol Agent Helps Stop Disruptive Passenger Aboard 
International Flight
An off-duty United States Border Patrol Agent assigned to the El Paso

Sector was flying home from Germany to the United States on an American

Airlines flight AA71 when a disruptive passenger attempted to breach the

airplane’s cockpit. Tuesday morning a Border Patrol Agent assisted by

fellow passengers helped subdue an unruly passenger. Due to this incident,

the flight was re-routed and landed safely without incident in Ireland. The

subject was taken into custody by local law enforcement.

ISIS Claims Escalating Use of Wildfire Arson as Terror Tactic
Long promoting the use of arson — both of occupied structures and of

tinder-dry wildlands — as a cheap terror tactic that requires little skill but

can inflict immense fear and harm, ISIS claims the terror group is behind a

series of wildfires in Iraq and Syria. In the group’s official weekly

newsletter, al-Naba, ISIS said the targets were “apostates” whose “hearts

have long been burned” and vowed the blazes are “just the beginning.”ISIS

also emphasized the economic impact of the fires, noting “many

agricultural lands have been destroyed” and “tons of crops,” including

wheat and barley, went up in flames in the jihadists’ “harvest of another

kind.”

TSA Approves Rapiscan’s CT Explosives Detection System for Air 
Cargo
Rapiscan Systems announced at the end of December that its RTT 110 is

the first high-speed computed tomography (CT) explosive detection system

to be approved on the Transportation Security Administration’s (TSA) Air

Cargo Screening Technology List (ACSTL). The approval was achieved in

November after a thorough testing process with the TSA and means that the

RTT 110 will now undergo further field test activities which it must pass

before it can be formally qualified. The RTT 110 has a stationary gantry
design and belt speed of 0.5m/s. It produces high-resolution full volumetric 3D images at high speed. It has

been tested by the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC) and achieved the ECAC 3.1 performance

standard in November 2019. This is currently the highest testing standard used by ECAC for explosives

detection systems in Europe.

upon Saturday’s National Terrorism Advisory System bulletin, which warned that homegrown violent

extremists “could capitalize on the heightened tensions” after the targeted killing of Islamic Revolutionary

Guard Corps Quds Force leader Qassem Soleimani “to launch individual attacks.”
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