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HSAC Outlines Urgent Steps to Secure Faith Community from ‘New 
Age’ of Domestic Terrorism

The Homeland Security Advisory Committee is urging stakeholders and

policy makers to act quickly to implement a host of new recommendations for

better security to protect vulnerable faith-based institutions. The panel found

that “houses of worship more frequently build positive relationships with local

law enforcement, while mistrust of federal personnel and lack of government

outreach often hinder FBO engagement with federal entities.” However, there

is “still an overall great need for improved connectivity at the local

ISIS-Aligned Group Executes Four Aid-Worker Hostages in Nigeria
Extremists have executed four Nigerian hostages held since July, the French aid

group Action Against Hunger said on Friday.The four were among six hostages

held by the extremists, the Paris-based NGO said, adding that one of its staff and

two drivers were among those killed.“The armed group responsible for the

kidnapping of humanitarian workers on July 18, have murdered four hostages,”

Action Against Hunger said in a statement that did not identify the victims.

35 Civilians, 80 Terrorists Killed in Double Burkina Faso Attack
A terrorist attack in northern Burkina Faso on Tuesday killed 35 civilians,

almost all of them women, the president said, one of the deadliest

assaults in nearly five years of terrorist violence in the West African

country. Seven soldiers and 80 terrorists were also killed in the double

attack on a military base and Arbinda town in Soum province, the army

said. Burkina Faso, bordering Mali and Niger, has seen regular terrorist

attacks which have left hundreds dead since the start of 2015 when the

violence began to spread across the Sahel region.

International Security Operation for Southeast Asian Games 
Identifies 120 Potential Threats

INTERPOL’s deployment of a specialized team to the 30th Southeast Asian

Games, which concluded December 11, to support law enforcement

authorities in Manila has identified over 120 potential threats and led to the

arrest of a number of international fugitives.The INTERPOL Major Events

Support Team (IMEST) assisted local authorities as part of the security

infrastructure surrounding the event, preparing, coordinating and

implementing security arrangements to prevent and address any terrorist

threats and serious criminal offences.

level.” “Securing a congregation is a bottom-up process, and there are no one-size-fits-all security plans,”

the report notes. “While each place of worship will need to create a system that suits its individual

resources, culture, and comfort level, there are concrete steps FBOs can take to enhance security.”
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TSA Cooperates with South Korea on Aviation Security
As part of the Transportation Security Administration’s (TSA) ongoing

effort to raise the baseline of global aviation security, TSA recently

signed a Joint Statement of Intent with South Korea’s Ministry of Land,

Infrastructure and Transport (MOLIT) on international aviation

security.The agreement was signed under the National Recognition

Program, which outlines a framework for bilateral cooperation and further

strengthens international aviation security. The agreement was signed

with MOLIT Director General Myeongso Eo on Dec. 6 during the eighth

annual Aviation Security Cooperation Group (ASCG) meeting in Miami.

NIST Finds Racial, Gender Bias in Facial Recognition Study
How accurately do face recognition software tools identify people of varied

sex, age and racial background? According to a new study by the National

Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), the answer depends on the

algorithm at the heart of the system, the application that uses it and the data

it’s fed — but the majority of face recognition algorithms

exhibit demographic differentials. A differential means that an algorithm’s

ability to match two images of the same person varies from one

Researchers Fooled Chinese Facial Recognition Terminals with a 
Mask
Facial recognition has been heralded as a secure way to confirm your identity

on your phone or at payment terminals, and with features like Face ID on your

iPhone, it sometimes seems like the tech really is more secure than other

options. But the tech isn’t infallible, as public facial recognition terminals can

still be fooled with just a mask, as some recent experiments have shown.An AI

company, Kneron, shared a video with The Verge of tests it ran at facial

recognition terminals in China where it appeared to fool the systems. Kneron

asked us not to publish the video, so we will describe what we saw — and it

looked pretty convincing.In two examples, a tester approaches AliPay and

WeChat terminals at shops in China while wearing a 3D mask of his face, and

the facial recognition system identifies the mask as his face, allowing the

purchase. In another example, the same person feeds his ID card into a train

station turnstile while wearing his mask, and the turnstile’s facial recognition

system accepts the mask as his face.

Wishing all viewers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

TSA Expands PreCheck with Qantas and Alitalia
The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) announced December 17 the

expansion of its TSA PreCheck expedited screening program with the addition of

Alitalia Airlines and Qantas Airways. These two airlines bring the total number of

TSA PreCheck participating domestic and international carriers to 73.

demographic group to another.Results captured in the report, Face Recognition Vendor Test (FRVT) Part 3:

Demographic Effects (NISTIR 8280), are intended to inform policymakers and to help software developers

better understand the performance of their algorithms. Face recognition technology has inspired public

debate in part because of the need to understand the effect of demographics on face recognition algorithms.
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