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New ATC tower starts operations 
The newly built Air Traffic Control (ATC) tower at Chhatrapati Shivaji 
International Airport (CSIA) commenced operations with the Airport 
Authority of India (AAI) taking possession from Wednesday. At 330 ft, 
the new towers stands 100 ft taller than the old one and offers better 
surveillance, say officials. At a time, 10 air traffic controllers will work in 
a shift. In all, 75 controllers have been trained to handle operations 
from the new tower. Read more 

Central African Republic refugees block airport runway 
Air France and aid flights affected by protest demanding more aid 
and resignation of CAR president. Thousands of people caught up 
in fighting in Central African Republic blocked the runway of its 
international airport demanding more aid and the resignation of 
the president. An Air France flight was cancelled on Tuesday and 
aid and UN flights were also affected, said aid workers. French 

troops sent in to try to control the violence in the former colony surrounded the crowd. Read 
more 

China's first aircraft carrier completes sea trials 
China's first aircraft carrier has successfully completed sea trials in the South 
China Sea, state media reported. The Liaoning returned to port after a 37-day 
voyage, the official Xinhua News Agency said. Citing an unnamed naval 
source, Xinhua said the aircraft carrier tested its combat system and 
conducted a formation practice and "attained the anticipated objectives.“ 
Read more 

Profiling helps maintain border security 
Nearly five million passengers arrived in the country in the last year, Immigration New Zealand 
(INZ) says. Immigration New Zealand's manager, border operations, Karen Urwin, says border 
officers are constantly profiling flights to New Zealand and vetting passenger lists against 
databases of people known to present a risk, as well as looking for passengers whose personal 
details and travel plans match certain profiles. Read more 

Baggage Screeners Detect Danger Better with More Danger to 
Detect 
Practice makes perfect. And that may be especially true for the security agents who screen your 
luggage—because a new study finds that transportation security officers become better at 
detecting threatening items when they appear more frequently. Remaining on the lookout for 
hidden weapons can be mentally exhausting, particularly when the items in question are so 
rarely seen. That fatigue could translate into missing something deadly when it finally does show 
up.  Read more 
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Hotel in Somali capital Mogadishu hit by car bombs 
Two car bombs have exploded outside a hotel in the Somali 
capital Mogadishu, killing at least 10 people. The blasts were 
at the Jazeera hotel which is frequented by Somali politicians 
and foreigners. Reports say the blasts were followed by 
exchanges of fire between security forces and the attackers. 
Read more 

Philippines: Bomb at New Year's Eve Party Kills 6 
A bombing at a New Year's Eve party on a southern Philippine 
island has killed six people and wounded at least six others. 
The Philippine military said an improvised explosive device was 
used in the attack, which hit the town of Sumisip, on Basilan 
island. There has been no claim of responsibility and the 
motive for the attack is not known. Read more 

Putin orders security lockdown in Volgograd after second suicide 
bomb 
A second suicide bombing in as many days in the Russian city of 
Volgograd has killed at least 15 people, injured dozens more and 
shredded Kremlin claims to have security under control in a 
region that will host the winter Olympics in less than six weeks. 
President Vladimir Putin ordered a security clampdown in 
Volgograd and across the country after the bombing of a 
crowded trolleybus, which came less than 24 hours after 18 people were killed in a suicide 
attack at the city's main railway station. Read more 

Japan and the United States Renew Commitments to Maritime 
Security 

The U.S. and Japan have taken to strengthening their alliances across Southeast Asia. In the 
second half of December, Japan and the United States separately made renewed commitments 
to maintaining maritime security in Southeast Asia. Prime Minister Abe hosted the ASEAN-Japan 
summit on December 14, and held separate summit meetings with the leaders of nine ASEAN 
states plus the Thai Deputy Prime Minister from December 12-15. Read more 

Can Robots Better Spot Terrorists at Airports? 
Next to have their jobs automated: airport-security screeners? 
Aviation and government authorities are starting to use machines in 
lieu of people to verify the identities of fliers by scanning their faces, 
irises or fingerprints. Dozens of airports in Europe, Australia and the 
U.S. already employ such technology so passengers can pass 
immigration checks without showing identification to, or talking with,  

a person. Now, several major airports in Europe have started using these automated ID checks 
at security checkpoints and boarding gates. The use of biometrics—computers verifying 
identities through physical characteristics—and other automated techniques in airport security 
is raising questions about the strengths of man versus machine in detecting potential terrorists. 
Read more 
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